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Dear Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of our f irst term, I  want to thank you for your continued
support and partnership. It  has been a really positive and purposeful start to the
school year, and it ’s been wonderful to see the Silverwood community thriving

across all our campuses.

At Silverwood, our daily coming together as a community is what truly defines
us, working side by side to provide the highest quality education so that every
child and young person can become their very best self .  Our shared vision of
Building Community, Inspiring Learning continues to shine through in the way

pupils learn, play, and support one another every day.

Our pupil numbers have grown again this year, and it ’s been fantastic to see both
new and returning learners settl ing confidently into their learning. Classrooms

are full of energy, curiosity, and learning, a reflection of the creativity and
commitment shown by our staff across all pathways.

We have also welcomed several new colleagues whose warmth, expertise, and
enthusiasm have already brought fresh ideas and energy to our school.

This term, our focus on the value of Cooperation has been evident everywhere,
in classrooms, on the playground, and in the many ways pupils and staff work

together with kindness and shared purpose. 
The progress and sense of community we have seen are a real testament to

everyone’s collective effort .

As we head into the break, I  hope you all enjoy some well-earned rest and time
with family and friends. Thank you once again for everything you do to support

our pupils and for helping make Silverwood such a strong and inspiring
community.

Warmest wishes,
Sean 
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VALUE FOR TERM 1 CO-OPERATION 

Co-operation
Working together and helping each other

Our Silverwood Values guide our actions and bring us together as a
community. We are proud to be part of Values-Based Education and l ive our
values throughout our curriculum and in everything we do.

Each term, we focus on one core value, creating space to explore its
meaning and deepen our understanding. In Term 1, our focus was
Cooperation: working together and helping each other. This is a great place
to start a new school year where we welcome lots of new faces, and
welcome familiar faces after a summer apart!

In our termly poster to celebrate our values in action, we have a wonderful
photograph of Riley and Harper playing together and taking it in turns. They
worked hard to learn these skills and it was a beautiful moment to see how
cooperation brought them both enjoyment. We have displayed this 'values
in action' photograph throughout Silverwood.

This year we are enhancing our values education even further through
exploring Relational Inclusion in Silverwood and our wider educational
context.  
We have shared our journey at the Values Based Education Conference
2025 which reaches schools from across the UK and beyond. 

Cooperation is fundamental to Relational Inclusion and begins with
focusing on the quality of our relationships with each other and ourselves.

This term we have worked especially hard at creating opportunities to
check in with each other throughout the day enhancing belonging,
understanding and cooperation.

We warmly invite parents and carers to support their children in l iving out
Silverwood Values in everyday l ife, and we would love to hear about it !  

If your child has shown one of our values at home, please share the story
with their tutor so we can celebrate it together.
Thank you for being such an important part of the Silverwood community.



I  am privileged to be a part of the governing body at Silverwood.  I  am inspired by
ethos and value led education.  Which is helping support our young people to
grow into well-adjusted and independent young adults.  

I  am by profession, a Specialist Cardiac Physiologist.    I  have experience in both
adult and paediatric cardiology, where historically, one of my roles was as deputy
head of Cardiology at Bristol Children’s Hospital .  Additional to this I  have acquired
an honours degree in law.  I  am a passionate advocate for Disabil ity and
Neurodiversity and currently a part of the ‘One Voice’ leadership team at my
current hospital trust.

I  am a parent of a child, with their own unique needs, who attends Silverwood.
To further support my child, I  acquired various qualif ications in autism, learning
diff iculties, child and young person mental health. I  am also a mental health f irst
aider.   Further to this, I  went on to have varied roles as a 1:1 HLTA supporting
children in mainstream schools in the Trowbridge area. More recently, some of
you may have seen me in my role as a PA on the school taxis.  

I  am committed to supporting and improving schooling, for children with special
educational needs.  I  am part of the standards committee and look forward to
contributing to the continued success and maintaining the high standards in SEN
education at Silverwood. 
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A message from our Governor 

Charlotte Lewis  
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Chippenham Campus 

It ’s been lovely to see the children return to school full of energy, smiles, and
enthusiasm for the year ahead, and to see them achieve so much in Term 1. 

A special welcome goes to our new pupils and families joining us this term — we
are delighted to have you as part of our school community.

This term has been an exciting one, as we have settled back into routines, made
new friends, and launched into our autumn learning themes. Staff have been busy
delivering engaging lessons and activit ies to spark curiosity and help every child
shine.

Wren Class have been creating face sculptures during their LOTC (Learning
Outside the Classroom) lessons, using natural resources they’ve been collecting.
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Chippenham Campus 
Caterpillar Class have settled in well and have been exploring the different
learning spaces we have at Chippenham Campus.

Rosefinch Class used a resistance band and worked together to practise
pull ing out an enormous turnip, after reading the story in class. 

Skylark Class have been making different recipes each week and have had lots
of fun creating faces with vegetables.
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Chippenham Campus 
Our library space has been revamped and now looks fantastic. A pupil in Kingfisher Class has
been using photos to request to go there, and then happily sits to look at books or choose one
to bring back to class. He is also beginning to approach adults and say, “Library, please,” which is
lovely to hear — a wonderful use of his voice to make requests like this.

Rabbit Class have been developing their exploratory play skills.
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Trowbridge Campus 
We have had a very positive start to the school year at Silverwood Trowbridge. All pupils
have settled beautifully into their new classes, and we are delighted to share some
wonderful examples of the exciting learning that has been taking place.

 
Swans Class have had an amazing start to the year and in term 1 have achieved so much.
They have enjoyed forest school especially, learning to follow instructions in active literacy.
This week they rebuilt the Ironman using natural materials

Confidence is growing, and all of our values are being demonstrated during horse riding
sessions. We are seeing great progress from not wanting to get on the horse to riding
confidently and giving commands.

In Robin’s class, Joe and Arthan have been doing some amazing turn-taking, sharing, and
cooperating while making apple crumble.
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Trowbridge Campus 

This term, Puffins class has been busy welcoming autumn. They have been creating
autumnal pictures and leaf prints using materials found around the campus. 
They really enjoyed making harvest fruit cups in cooking, following five-step instructions to
complete the recipe. 
In art, they have been using AAC to request colours, patterns, and materials. 
In literacy, they have been reading The Suitcase and trying new and unfamiliar foods at a
picnic.

Eagles have been getting to know each other this term, with new children joining from
Kestrels. They have been very busy baking apple crumble and bread, as well as developing
their water confidence during swimming lessons. Some members of the class have made
progress with their AAC devices and communication skills. The whole class has worked
hard to demonstrate our school values, with a focus on cooperation sharing class toys and
taking turns.

We have also welcomed our new Year R children into school this term. Our lovely little
Ladybirds have all settled beautifully, and we are really proud of how well they are doing.
Ladybirds held a Stay and Play event to welcome them and their families, which was great
fun. Well done, Ladybird Class what a fabulous start to the school year!



On 8 September 2025, Silverwood School was honoured to welcome Her Royal Highness
The Princess Royal to officially open the new Rowde Campus a landmark moment in the

school’s history.

During her visit, The Princess Royal toured several classrooms, where she warmly
interacted with pupils and staff, taking a keen interest in their learning and daily routines.

The visit concluded with the unveiling of a commemorative plaque to mark this significant
occasion.

The event was also attended by Wiltshire Council officials, local councillors, representatives
from Willmott Dixon and AHR Architects, and members of Silverwood’s governing body and

board of trustees.

This special day celebrated more than the opening of a new building it was a testament to
the vision, collaboration, and dedication of everyone involved in creating a nurturing

environment where every child can thrive.
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Rowde Campus 
HRH The Princess Royal Officially Opens Silverwood School’s Rowde

Campus
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Rowde Campus 

Chestnut Class have been working really hard  in English. We have been writing to describe
the character of Beowulf, and the pupils have done an amazing job capturing his bravery and
strength.



Sixth Form Success at Silverwood

Silverwood School is proud to announce that we now have five Sixth Form classes — four
based at our Rowde site and one at Chippenham. Each group enjoys its own dedicated
building designed exclusively for Sixth Form pupils, creating a more grown-up, independent
learning environment.

Our Sixth Formers don’t wear uniform, have their own common room, and even an Xbox for
downtime! They have also designed their own unique logo, celebrating their identity within
the school.

Life in the Sixth Form is more relaxed and focused on real-world learning. Pupils choose
afternoon options based on their interests and take part in weekly work experience. They
regularly go out into the community to explore leisure opportunities and develop the skills
they will need for future paid or voluntary employment.

This Term, pupils have:
Helped out in a local fish shop, learning customer service and retail skills.
Joined a Bike Club, where they tried out some amazing adaptive bikes.

Our Rowde and Chippenham campuses share resources, with a particular focus on life skills
development at The Bungalow in Chippenham. Rowde pupils are especially excited to try
the bodyboarding experience their Chippenham peers recently enjoyed!

Later this year, we will be launching the Silverwood School – Good Community Award, where
our Sixth Formers will assess local businesses and activity providers on how inclusive and
accessible they are for people with a range of SEND needs.

If you would like to host a visit from our Sixth Formers or get involved in the scheme, please
contact: Emma Boore, Head of Sixth Form. EmmaBoore@silverwood.wilts.sch.uk
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Rowde Campus 
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Rowde Campus 
Welcome to Our New Year 7 Formal Learners!

September marks an exciting new chapter for our learners  and especially for those joining the
Silverwood community for the very first time. We are thrilled to welcome our new Year 7 learners
to the Formal Pathway!

It is been wonderful to see everyone settling so confidently into Silverwood life embracing new
routines, making friends, and showing such enthusiasm for learning. 

We can’t wait to see all the amazing things they will achieve as they begin this next stage of their
journey with us.

Plane Class have settled beautifully into their new classroom, quickly making friends and
practicing teamwork through paired and small group activities.

Meanwhile, Plane Class have already completed some amazing learning and have been enjoying
the many wonders of Silverwood, including visits to the farm, bike and trike rides, and exploring the
outdoor spaces.

Throughout these activities, the children have demonstrated wonderful cooperation skills, working
together brilliantly.
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Rowde Campus 

Three Days of Adventure for Our Year 8 Formal Learners!

Our amazing Year 8 formal learners are gearing up for an unforgettable three day adventure!
We will be based at our Rowde Campus, making the most of our fantastic facilities — even after
hours!

Over the course of three action-packed days, learners will:

Head out on exciting trips to Longleat and Braeside
Enjoy a fun-filled school sleepover
Wrap up their adventure by creating and exploring a magical Scarecrow Trail inspired by
The Wizard of Oz!

Throughout the experience, our learners will be living out our school values showing
cooperation, courage, and resilience as they try new things, and demonstrating honesty,
respect, and kindness in everything they do.

It is going to be three incredible days of discovery, teamwork, and pure fun  a perfect way to
celebrate their learning journey together. We can’t wait to share the highlights and magical
moments with you afterwards!
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Rowde Campus 

Lockdown Practice

While it’s something none of us ever wish to face, it’s important that our school community is
prepared for all eventualities. Sadly, recent events — some close to home — remind us that
schools sometimes need to go into lockdown to ensure the safety of pupils and staff.

Following Martin’s Law, introduced after the Manchester Arena tragedy, all public spaces
above a certain size are now required to have clear plans in place in the event of a threat to life.

Our school has been preparing pupils for lockdown drills in ways appropriate to their age and
understanding. For some classes, staff explained why the drill is important; for younger pupils,
it was presented as a quiet “hide-away game” to keep the experience calm and positive.

We are very proud of how well our pupils responded during the practice. They remained calm,
followed staff instructions carefully, and stayed in their safe areas until the Senior Leadership
Team confirmed that it was all clear.

Going forward, we will carry out lockdown drills twice a year to ensure everyone remains
familiar with the procedure — though, of course, we hope it is never needed in a real situation. 

Both our Trowbridge and Chippenham campuses will complete their lockdown practices
before the October half term.
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Total Communication at Silverwood

SENCO Newsletter 

We are in October, which is AAC Awareness Month. At Silverwood, we value all forms
of communication and believe that all of our learners have the right to
communicate. We have the poster below displayed in all of our classrooms.

Please do follow our school Facebook page for more updates and wonderful videos.
Here are a few photos of our pupils engaging with all aspects of learning through
Total Communication approaches.



End of Term 1: Wednesday 22  October 2025nd

Start of Term 2: Monday 3  November 2025rd

Inset Day: Friday 28  November (No pupils on campus) th

End of Term 2: Friday 19  December 2025 (Early Finish) th

Start of Term 3: Tuesday 6  January 2026th

End of Term 3: Friday 13  February 2026th

Start of Term 4: Monday 23  February 2026rd

End of Term 4: Friday 27  March 2026 (Early Finish) th

Start of Term 5: Monday 13  April 2026th

Bank Holiday: Monday 4  May 2026 (School Closed) th

Inset Day: Tuesday 5  May 2026 (No pupils on campus) th

End of Term 5: Friday 22  May 2026nd

Start of Term 6: Tuesday 2  June 2026nd

End of Term 6: Wednesday 22  July 2026 (Early Finish) nd

Dates for your Diary 
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6  Form Pop Up Coffee Shopth

2  December Chippenham Campusnd

11th February Rowde  Campus 
24  March Chippenham Campus th

20  May Rowde Campus th

Friday 14  November th

Children in Need
Non - School Uniform Day  

Wednesday 12  November th

Parents evening all campuses 

Friday 12  December th

Rowde Christmas Market  
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Important information 

Any medication coming into school please could you pass onto
the Driver or PA with the

correct paperwork. This will  then get passed onto the adults in
school.

Please see our Silverwood School website for copies of this
form.

ParentPay - our online payment service

Medication

You should have received a letter with an activation code for
the new online ParentPay system.

Once registered you will  be able to pay for items such as
lunches & school tr ips online using

your credit / debit card. Please refer to the school website for
further information & guidance.

Pupil Services team will be on hand to help you register if  you
are experiencing diff iculties, so

please do get in touch if you require some support.

Nut Free School
This is a fr iendly reminder that if  you are providing a snack for
your child to bring into school, please remember that we are a

nut-free school .  

This policy is extremely important as we have pupils with nut
allergies, and we need to ensure the safety of all children.

Please can we remind you that peanut butter and Nutella
spread contain nuts, and we do not allow these foods in school

due to our nut-free policy.

A Young Carer is a child under 18 who regularly helps care for a family
member or friend with a disability, illness, mental health condition, or

addiction problem.

At Silverwood, we are committed to supporting young carers. If you or
a family member requires assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact

the school office or your child’s teacher.

Young Carers 
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Important information 

Sarah’s Law  (the Child Sex Offender Disclosure Scheme) allows parents,
carers, and guardians to request information from the police regarding

whether someone has a criminal record for child sexual offences.

Clare’s Law  (the Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme) gives individuals
the right to know if their current or ex-partner has a history of violence or

abuse.

Please see our website for more information.

Unsanctioned and Unlicensed Treatments

Sarah and Clare’s Law

We have recently become aware of several companies, both abroad
and within the UK, offering treatments that claim to "cure"

conditions such as epilepsy and autism. These practices are
unsanctioned, unlicensed, and can be harmful to a child’s well-being

and health.

If you are seeking help and support with your child’s condition, we
strongly advise that you consult the NHS and a paediatric consultant
to ensure that any treatment is l icensed, medically sound, and safe

for your child.

Please note that the school is unable to authorise any unlicensed
treatments, medications, or therapies. Given the potential r isks
involved, any such treatment would result in a welfare referral .

Lockdown Procedures

As part of the safety requirements for all schools, we now have a set of
lockdown procedures in place. These procedures are designed to

protect our pupils in the event of a threat from outside the school or
the local community.

A lockdown is the opposite of a f ire drill and would involve keeping
children safe inside the building until the threat has passed.

As a special school, we benefit from being inside a secure building with
additional security measures that have been specifically designed to
ensure the safety of our children. Each class has a tailored lockdown
procedure, considering their location, as well as the pupils' physical

needs and cognitive abil it ies.

In the event of a lockdown at any of our sites, parents will be promptly
informed and provided with further instructions via Seesaw and email .
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Wiltshire Healthy Schools 
Accreditation!

We are proud to announce that our school has been accredited with the Wiltshire Healthy
Schools Award!

This recognition celebrates our ongoing commitment to promoting health and wellbeing across
our school community. 

Thank you to everyone involved for your hard work and dedication!
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As we wrap up Term 1, we would like to wish
everyone a safe and happy October half term.

 Enjoy a wonderful break!  

We look forward to seeing you all on Monday 3
November 2025! 

rd


